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Submissions for publication 
may be edited for size, clar-
ity, and tone.  We reserve 
the right to reject submis-
sions deemed incompatible 
with the mission of 
this church. 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
In Genesis 32 
Jacob finds him-
self alone one 
night and he begins wrestling 
with a stranger. They wrestle 
all night until the dawn be-
gins to break. They find them-
selves in a stalemate, even af-
ter the stranger dislocated 
Jacob's hip. Jacob is dogged 
in his determination, and re-
fuses to yield. Finally the 
stranger demands he be let 
go, but Jacob refuses unless 
the stranger "blesses" him. 
The stranger relents, and says 
"you shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven with God and with hu-
mans, and have prevailed." 
The stranger was an angel 
from God. Jacobs willingness 
to wrestle and refusal to give 
up impresses the angel.  
 
Many of us spend all night, or 
all week, or all the time, wres-
tling with issues. We toss 
them around, roll around 
with them, try to get a grip on 
them. Sometimes our issues 
get the best of us. Some-
times we come out on top. But 
what is important is the strug-
gle. A willingness to wrestle, 
struggle, engage with issues.  
 
Far too often today, people 
want to avoid conflict. We run 
from issues and remain quiet  
 

 
and simply accept things as they 
come. But some things need to be 
wrestled with; like faith. Faith is 
not easy. Faith is a choice that does 
not ensure smooth sailing, but in-
stead promises we won't be alone 
in our boat. Most studies show the 
vast majority of Christians have a 
faith that exists on a third-grade 
level, and they are fine with that. 
They don't want to ask hard ques-
tions. They don't wish to ponder 
difficult concepts. But wrestling 
with our faith causes us to under-
stand it better. It causes us to ex-
amine our faith and pull out those 
pieces that don't sit well. Wres-
tling with our faith makes our faith 
stronger. Wrestling with your faith 
makes your faith deeper.  
 
What part of your faith needs to be 
engaged this week. What part of 
your faith needs to be wrestled 
with, rolled around on the floor 
with, dissected and understood bet-
ter? Where could your faith be 
strengthened by grabbing hold of it 
and grappling with what you be-
lieve and why? Don't take your 
faith lying down. Be willing to crawl 
into the ring with your beliefs and 
toss them around a little. You 
might be amazed at what you dis-
cover. 
 
God Bless and Stay Safe 
Mark 
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On Sunday July 5th, a congregational meeting was held after worship to 
discuss and decide on a replacement church sign.  
  
After much discussion, the congregation voted to replace the sign with a 
new sign with an LED message board. We need to collect $11,609 in do-
nations or commitments to donate by August 1st to complete this 
project successfully. If the money cannot be raised through dona-
tions, it will have to come from our Church Savings. House and Grounds 
mentioned several other projects in need of attention, so getting donations 
for the sign helps us to accomplish these other projects as well. 
  
Please prayerfully consider donating to this project. Simply put "Sign" in 
the memo line of your check, or on the envelope of cash donations. You 
can also give through easytithe, go to http://www.easytithe.com/merriamcc, 
there is a drop down list you can choose from, select "other" for this dona-
tion. You can also text your donation at 913-444-6397. Please make sure 
to notify Dixie Wheaton, Church Treasurer if you text the donation so the 
money is applied correctly. 

  

aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ {ƛƎƴ wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘ 5ǊƛǾŜ 

GOAL $11,609 

DONATIONS  
RECIEVED 

http://www.easytithe.com/merriamcc


 
 
 

 
Good news.   
 
 Several generous ladies have turned 
in $120.00 income, bringing our balance to 
$2,924.15.  Thank you ladies.  

Also, schools wonôt start until after 
Labor Day, so we, I mean you, have more 
time to shop for school supplies.  I will just 
donate money to Carole Prentice.  
         Not sure when Sarah and Esther will 
start up again.  Both leaders are working 
the election and are busy, busy, busy.  Will 
keep you posted.   
 
Stay safe. 
 
Joyce Luke 
Treas/Service 

We began delivering Meals On 
Wheels again on Tuesday,  

July 21.   
If you are a driver for this program, 
you will receive a schedule. 
Carole Prentice 

Merriam Park Elementary 
School Supplies 

 
Type of Supplies Needed: 

¶ Box of 24 crayons 

¶ Wide line paper 

¶ Spiral notebooks, wide lined, assorted 
colors 

¶ Facial tissues 

¶ Highlighters 

¶ Pencil boxes 

¶ 10 washable markers 

¶ Dry erase markers 

¶ Pink erasers 
 

Please drop off your  
donations to the church by 

Sunday August 9th  
 

If you have any questions 
please call Carole Prentice 

913-485-6950 

Mid-Week Prayerful Mediation  
 

Have you seen Pastor Markôs 
Prayerful Meditation  
mid-week video emails? 

 
Take a few minutes, place your 
day on pause 
and dwell in 
Godôs word. 
Click on the 
image here. 
 
This weekôs 
meditation 
comes from  
Psalm 2  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEAjrfRCJUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEAjrfRCJUw


{ǳƳƳŜǊ {ƴŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ  
 
²Ŝ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘπ
ƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ с ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
мф ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ оп ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀǘ aŜǊǊƛŀƳ tŀǊƪ 9ƭŜπ
ƳŜƴǘŀǊȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŘŜƭƛǾπ
ŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪπ
ŜƴŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΗ 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ  
§ /ŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ 
§ /ŀƴƴŜŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜǎ 
§ tŜŀƴǳǘ ōǳǧŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƧŜƭƭȅ 
§ {ǇŀƎƘŜǩ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǳŎŜ 
§ {ƻǳǇǎ 
§ /ŀǇǊƛ {ǳƴǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǘǎ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻπ
ƴŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ aŀƪŜ-ŀ-5ƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ
ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘΦ 

¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ /ŀǊƻƭŜ 
tǊŜƴǝŎŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

I will be chairing our semi-annual 
Blood Drive on Monday, August 10th, 
from 3:00-7:00.  The Community 
Blood Center is in dire need of blood 
donations.  
Please donate if at all possible.  
 
They will take every precaution for 
your safety. Several other churches 
have already participated in the 
Drives.   
 
Please let me know if you are available 
on that date so I can make an appoint-
ment for you. 
 
Thank you and God Bless, 
Pat Reed, Chairman 
Phone:  913-631-0699 or 
              913-375-3628 

Church Building  
Re-Open 

 
Merriam Christian Church is open 
for any of our small groups, like 
Sunday school classes, DWM, or 
Our Gang.  
 
IF these groups decide to meet, we 
must insist that we observe physi-
cal distancing and all participants 
must wear a mask. There is hand 
sanitizer, masks, and gloves availa-
ble in the foyer for anyone who 
needs them while here.  
 
We do ask the group to clean up 
their area when finished, including 
wiping down surfaces.  
Thank you.  



Pastor Markôs Message 
In case you missed any of  Pastor Markôs 
messages sent by email, here are the last 

two weeks! 
INCLUDES Childrenôs Message! 

 

Wǳƭȅ мфΣ нлнл  ά{ŀŎǊŜŘ {ǇŀŎŜέ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=utJoXPGTJgY&t=1923s  

 
Wǳƭȅ нсΣ нлнл  ñItôs the Little Things ò  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=1tOJ35NRL2A    

Watch for our next 
Newsletter on August 15, 
2020.  Submissions for 
publication may be  
edited for size, clarity, 
and tone.  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ 
²ƻƴŘŜǊ ōȅ  

/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ {ǘƻƪŜǎ 
 

Wǳƭȅ мфΣ нлнл άThe Ark of the Cove-

nant and the Holy of Holiesέ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8fn2AHkgFKA&t=7s  

 

Wǳƭȅ нсΣ нлнл άEntering the Promised 
landέ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=dpRe_VO3VY0&t=6s  
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CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ  
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ   

ϧ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ  

 
ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǧƻƴ  

 

 
 
5hbΩ¢ ChwD9¢ ¢h {I!w9 ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦ CƻǊπ
ǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ 
ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
ǇŀƎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
ŦƻǊ aŜǊǊƛŀƳ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utJoXPGTJgY&t=1923s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utJoXPGTJgY&t=1923s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tOJ35NRL2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tOJ35NRL2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fn2AHkgFKA&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fn2AHkgFKA&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpRe_VO3VY0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpRe_VO3VY0&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTuzSFMWAuRvuW6HFwN4Azw/videos

