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sions deemed incompatible 
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this church. 

MEALS ON WHEELS 

July 24:  Gary & Linda Ruffin 
July 31:  Walt & Betty Bohn 

Dear Friends, 
 
 I don't know what today 
holds for you. Maybe it will be 
a good day, full of family and 
friends, exciting adventures 
and good-hearted gatherings? 
Maybe it will be a bad day, 
with loss or hurt or pain in its 
path? Maybe it will simply be 
another day, just like yester-
day, just like tomorrow, neither 
good nor bad, but just there? 
We all face our days in differ-
ent ways. We all have strug-
gles and triumphs and hits and 
misses in our journey. And we 
all get up the next day to face 
the new day, apprehensive and 
excited about what kind of a 
day it might be. 
  
 Whatever your day 
holds, I hope you start it with 
the knowledge that you are 
loved and embraced by the 
God of the universe. God is on 
your journey, holding your 
hand and walking your path 
with you right now. No matter 
what you face today, God is 
there - as joyous celebrant or 
helpful support, as companion 
or guide, as comfort or grace. 
Whatever you encounter today, 
you do not face it alone - God 
is with you. 
  
 Joshua 1:9 tells us, "I 
hereby command you: Be 
strong and courageous; do not 
be frightened or dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is with you wher-
ever you go." That is God's promise 
today for you. So pick yourself up, 
look out on the day that will be, and 
go forth knowing, there is nothing I 
will encounter today where God is not 
right here by my side. I don't now 
what kind of a day you will have, but 
I know who is with you every step of 
the way. 
 
In Christ, 
Mark 

GAME NIGHT: PIZZA AND  
TIE DYE! 

 
 Saturday, August 11th, join us 
at 5PM in the Fellowship Hall for 
Game Night!  
 
 We will be making pizzas. 
Crust and sauce will be provided, 
bring your favorite toppings and 
cheese for your pizza. ALSO - We 
will be TIE DYING! Pastor Mark 
will just be returning from camp and 
will have all his tie-dye supplies out, 
so BRING AN ARTICLE OF 
CLOTHING TO TIE DYE.  It should 
be 100% cotton (or as close as possi-
ble) and white or light col-
ored.  We will also play 
games, so bring a new fav, 
or an old classic to play.  
See you then! 

mailto:merriamchristian@sbcglobal.net
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“THE BREAD OF LIFE”  
     

 Do you look at circumstances and ques-
tion God’s goodness and blessings?  It all de-
pends on one’s “Right view of God.”  Why?  
Because your right view of God is the MOST 
vital view and VITAL ASPECT OF YOUR 
LIFE.  And, why do I say that?  It is because 
the way you see the Lord determines what you 
believe about Him, and how you think, act, 
and react in every situation.  That’s the reason 
it’s essential to “search” the Scriptures and 
discover what God says about Himself. 
 
 Psalm 118:1 says, “Give thanks to the 
Lord, for he is good; for His loving kindness 
is everlasting.  Do you really believe God is 
“always good.” Do you look at your circum-
stances and question whether that’s true?  In 
other words, what do you think about Him 
when you’re facing hardship?  From a human 
point of view, His goodness isn’t always evi-
dent.  And that is because “we live in a fallen 
world filled with people who sin -- ourselves 
included.” 
 
 Actually, nothing in man deserves God’s 
kindness, yet we’ve grown accustomed to His 
Mercies of common grace; we somehow think 
life should always run smoothly and bring 
happiness.  BUT adversities do come, whether 
physical, emotional, financial, or spiritual.  
And when they do, we can either blame or 
bless God.  It all depends on how we view 
Him.  We must always remember that God is 
good to us simply because that’s His Nature.  
And the more we recognize His Loving kind-
ness for His creatures, the deeper our faith and 
sense of peace will become… 
 
 Was it Jesus Who said to them, “I A M 
THE BREAD OF LIFE; HE WHO COMES 
TO ME SHALL NOT HUNGER, AND HE 
WHO BELIEVES IN ME SHALL NEVER 
THRIST.” (John 6:35)… 
 

CARD SHOWER 
 

This month, lets let Gene and Cara Lee Dick-
erson know we are thinking of them! Send 
them a card and a prayer this month. 
  
They have a new address: 
Aberdeen Village 
 17520 West 119th Street 
Rooms 13 & 14 
Olathe, KS 66061.   

 And, in verse 40 it reads:  “For this is 
the will of my Father, that everyone who sees 
the Son and believes in Him should have eter-
nal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
 
 Someone wrote a long time ago these 
words, and they are TRUE, because it was 
written by one of my favorite Angels: 
“Anonymous.”… 
 
 “THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BE-
TWEEN A SINNER AND A SAINT, ONE 
HAS JESUS AND THE OTHER A’INT!” 
 
Love Ya one and all! 
Rex 

 We ask that all school supplies be 
brought to the Church by July 22, (or 25th at 
the latest), so that Carole can sort, and fill the 
backpacks in time for the service, and in time 
to pass out before school starts.  If you can’t 
shop till you drop, give money.  Money is al-
ways good.   
 
Thanks again for your support, 
Joyce Luke 
DWM Service 



Watch for the next Newsletter  
the week of August 4, 2018.  
Submissions for publication may 
be edited for size, clarity, and 
tone.   

OUR GANG CLUB 
    
      Next Meeting: 

                            August 16 
                          1:00-3:00 

NEIGHBOR-TO-NEIGHBOR 
 
Do you have a talent or gift you like to 
share? Do you have a need and can't find 
the answer? Membership is looking to con-
nect gifts with needs through Neighbor-to-
Neighbor. Sign up outside the office if you 
have a talent to share or a need to fill and 
we will see if we can help each other out. 

SUMMER SNACKPACK NEEDS 
 
We are serving 38 kids this summer through 
our snackpack program which provides a box 
of food to every kid and their family from mid-
May through late September. That is more than 
we have ever had! We need your help! 
 
You can donate funds to Make-a-Difference to 
support this ministry, OR you can bring food. 
The items below are our most needed items. 
You can drop them in the grocery carts 
any Sunday. 
 
Cereal  Canned fruit 
Canned veggies Drink Boxes 
Granola Bars Canned pasta 
Peanut Butter Jelly 
Snack Crackers Cheese and Crackers 
Spaghetti  Spaghetti Sauce 
Canned Tuna Soups 

MERRIAM-PARK SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 
Below is the school supply list for Merriam-
Park for the 18/19 school year. We 
will need donated items by  
           Sunday, July 22nd 
 
Crayola Crayons-Box of 24  
Elmer's Glue (not school glue) 
Glue Sticks   #2 Yellow Pencils 
Colored Pencils  12 Inch Rulers 
Folders-2 Pockets  Pencil Boxes 
Clorox Wipes  Basic Calculator 
Folders- 3 Pronged, 2 Pockets   
Yellow highlighters Supply Box 
Scissors, 4-5 Inch - Fiskars 
Facial Tissues-Large Box  
Hand Sanitizer, 8 oz or larger 
Notebook Paper, Wide Ruled  
Black, low odor dry erase markers 
Pink Pearl Erasers and Pencil Top Erasers 
Spiral Notebooks, Wide Line, Assorted Colors 

TABLE TALK 
 
   Due to schedules, and camp 
and summer, the next two Table Talks will be 
on the second Sunday, August 12, and Septem-
ber 9th. Mark them on your calendar.   
 
 We gather after Late Service for a sim-
ple lunch and conversation about faith and life 
and stuff.  
 
Make plans to join us. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
CHANGE OF DATE!! 

 
 Sunday JULY 29TH, during the 10:45 
AM Worship Service we will be having a 
Blessing of the Backpacks. We invite ALL of 
our school-aged children to bring their back-
packs to worship with them. During the service 
we will talk about the beginning of the new 
school year and bless the children, their 
schools, their teachers and staff, and the new 
school year as a whole. 
 
 Make plans now to attend this 
special service - Bring your kids who 
are going back to school to be a part 
of this special day. 



Prayer List 
Calendar  

 
Sunday - July 22 
    8:30  Early Worship  
    9:30  Sunday School  
  10:45   Worship 
Monday - July 23 
    8:00-12:00 Finance-LIB 
Tuesday - July 24 
   11:00 Regional Bylaw Mtg-LIB 
Wednesday - July 25 
   11:30 Regional Pension Fund-LIB 
Thursday - July 26 
   11:30 Regional-Brenda Hetzel-LIB 
Friday - July 27 
   11:30 Regional-Mark Harmon-LIB 
Sunday - July 29 
    8:30  Early Worship  
    9:30  Sunday School  
  10:45   Worship 
Monday - July 30 
    8:00-12:00 Finance-LIB 
    3:00-7:00  Blood Drive 
Wednesday - August 1 
   10:00-12:00 Tall Oaks-LIB 
Thursday - August 2 
    9:30   DWM-CH 
Friday - August 3 
   12:00 Newsletter Deadline 

Those Needing Prayers:  Betty Cline 
 
Requests for Family and Friends:  
Donna Ward’s son-in-law, John Reimer 
Jan Pankey’s sister-in-law, Mary Pankey 
Amy DeCoursey’s brother, Adam Setter  
 & family 
Jeanne Bryant’s friend, Phyllis Stewart 
Linda Ruffin’s friend, Martha Vilymer 
Marge Willard’s daughter & son 
Donna Ward’s son-in-law, John Riemer 
Larry Reinhard, Echo Reinhard’s husband 
 
Praises: 
Newlyweds, Connor & Emilea Ochoa 
Francis Shafer, surgery went well, feeling good 
 
Those In Grief: 
Jim Owens and family on the death of his  
 Brother-in-law, Bill Cummings 
The family of Rev. Rick Butler on his passing 
Rebecca Shieble on the passing of her father,  
 Joyce Campbell’s sister-in-law 

++++  
Names added to the prayer list will remain on 
the prayer list for one month. Let the office 
know if a prayer request needs to stay on the 
list for longer or shorter than one month.  

JOHNSON DRIVE CONSTRUCTION 
 
 Construction has begun on Johnson Drive between the I-35 ramps and the  
Turkey Creek Bridge. 
 

 The intersection for Merriam Drive and Johnson Drive is closed at this time due to the con-
struction.  So, if that is your route on Sunday morning, you will need to locate a different path to 
get to church.   
 
You can find detour information at http://merriam.org/johnsondrive. 
 
 


