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Submissions for publication 
may be edited for size, clar-
ity, and tone.  We reserve 
the right to reject submis-
sions deemed incompatible 
with the mission of 
this church. 

Dear Friends and Family of MCC- 
 
 As I said in my first sermon 
with you, when people ask me about 
MCC the first thing I mention is that 
this is a church that feeds the hungry. 
Be it through your faithfulness to 
Meals on Wheels, your faithfulness in 
ensuring that area families are able to 
feed their kids when school is out of 
session, or serving meals and making 
cakes for Center of GraceðMCC is a 
church that feeds its hungry neigh-
bors.  My family and I also had a taste 
of your generosity with the lovely 
potluck lunch organized by Amy De-
Coursey and the Membership Com-
mittee. Thank you! 
 
 All of the physical feeding is 
no doubt contributing to the spiritual 
feeding of our neighbors as well. 
Though the Lord doesnôt work in a 
óscratch my back and Iôll scratch 
yours fashion,ô we have faith that 
mustard seeds are being planted and 
that our actions are preaching the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ without words. We 
may not see the full blossom of those 
seeds, but we work nonetheless for 
those sisters and brothers in Christ 
who will witness and nourish those 
blooms one day. 
 
 In the first few weeks of Sep-
tember, I have some regional opportu-
nities that will shift my regular office 
hours. First, a meeting with New 
Church Developers on Wednesday 
September 6th. Due to the Labor Day 
holiday as well, my office days will 
be Tuesday September 5th and Thurs-
day September 7th. 
 
 The following week, I have 
Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation 
Training with Disciples from all over 
the country in Leavenworth. That 
training begins Monday evening Sep-
tember 11th and runs through 

Wednesday afternoon September 13th. I will 
still attend meetings Tuesday evening and will 
hold office hours Thursday September 14th. 
 
 In 1996, the General Board of the 
Christian Church (DOC) approved the for-
mation of a church-wide process to discern the 
nature of racism in North America and to de-
velop ways of helping congregations address 
racism. Out of this process, an Anti-Racism/
Pro-Reconciliation initiative was put before 
the church in 1998. The centering premise of 
this work is that racism is a spiritual and theo-
logical dilemma as well as a social evil. Min-
isters and lay leaders are welcome to partici-
pate in educational events and to pursue other 
means of involvement in this church-wide 
commitment. You can read more about this 
work in the DOC at reconciliationministry.org 
and feel free to ask me what I learned in my 
training in the weeks ahead. 
 
Grace and Peace, Pastor Casey 

            MEMBER PROFILES 
 

Nanette Ferguson 
 
 

Ten things you might not know: 
 
1. I was a Nurse for 20 years 
2. I love all kinds of music 
3. I love movies 
4. I love to read 
5. I was a WAC in the W.S. Army 
6. I was tall in the 1st grade 
7. I have been in love with Elvis since I 
was 3 

8. I dearly love all animals that God has 
made 

9. I love history 
10. I have a card from President Carter 
and President Obama. 

 
Thanks Nanette! 

mailto:merriamchristian@sbcglobal.net
http://www.merriamcc.org


CARDS, CARDS, CARDS!!! 
 

 We found a whole ñslewò of post cards with 
MCC printed on them.  With the ñadvancementò of the 
internet & social media, there is not much demand for 
post cards these days; however, perhaps a good use for 
them would be to send greetings, notes, or well-wishes 
to our shut-in members, such as those on the visitation 
list.   
 
 I know they would love to hear greetings from 
members of the congregation and it would give them a 
ñliftò to receive something in the mail besides advertise-
ments, etc.  You will, however, need to put a postage 
stamp on themða small price to pay for the enjoyment 
you would give to someone who canôt make 
it to church on Sunday.  
 
 If interested, see Francis.   

CWF/DWM NEWS 
 
Mexican Potluck 
Thursday, September 7th - 6:00 PM 
Rev. Edith Mendosa is the speaker.  Sign up sheet is 
outside the office.  Sign your name and what ingredient 
for tacos you will be bringing.  Gentlemen are included 
too! 
 

Last day to sign up is:  Sunday, September 3rd 
 
CORRECTION:  The date for the CWF/DWM retreat at 
Tall Oaks is September 15th & 16th!!  Please make note 
of the corrected dates. Sorry for the confusion. 
 
Anita Collins 
President 

“THE BREAD OF LIFE”  
     
 When Jesus Christ was on this erth, there were 
always, 2 kinds of people around Him:  the rebellious 
crowd and the religious crowd.  Today some might 
identify theses as the ñwrong crowd,ò and the ñright 
crowd.ò  Of course, the rebellious crowd might include 
drug addicts, ex-cons, and gang members.  And the reli-
gious crowd might include people (Christians) dressed 
to the hilt, or people just like me.  Then are many folds 
who are more like the Pharisees than theyôd care to ad-
mit.  The problem is they considered themselves the 
ñrightò crowd, and it drove them nuts that Jesus hung 
around with the ñwrongò crowd (Luke 15:1-2)é. 
 
 The Pharisees didnôt understand why Jesus, 
Who claimed Himself to be the Son of God, hung 
around with sinners because they didnôt see sinners the 
way God does.  Why?  Because they saw sinners as 
ñlosers,ò but God sees sinners as ñlost.òé 
 
 Jesus knew that Good Shepherds donôt just care 
about ñsomeò of the flock.  They care about ñallò of the 
flock.  (Read Luke 15:1-10).  In doing so, you will un-
derstand why? 
 
 A young couple was shipping at the mall with 
their 2-year-old son.  The husband stopped at a store to 
try on a pair of pants.  Jimmy (the boy) was sitting in a 
stroller, his diaper bag and his motherôs purse hanging 
off the handles.  And when the husband emerged from 
the dressing room, he looked at his wife and asked 
ñWhereôs Jimmy.òé 
 
 The pair scanned the area, searching for their 
son, but Jimmy, the stroller, the purse, and the diaper 
bag was gone!  They frantically dashed around the 
store, but couldnôt find Jimmy anywhere.  When they 
asked a salesperson if sheôd seen a little boy and a 
stroller, her reply was surprisingly nonchalant.  ñYes,ò 
she said.  ñHe just pushed the stroller out the door about 
2 minutes ago.ò  ñWhy didnôt you stop him?ò the father 
demanded! ñHe wasnôt my kid,ò she saidé. 
 
 The couple ran out into the mall, eyes darting in 
every direction, but they couldnôt find their son.  In-
stinctively, perhaps, they turned to the right, walked up 
to flights of steps and headed for the toy storeé 
 
 Glancing into the window, the couple spotted 
their son.  Entirely content, Jimmy was sitting in a little 
red toy car, next to the familyôs stroller, waiving at his 
parents through the windowé 
 
 On the verge of breaking down, the father 
gulped a deep breath to regain his composure.  Over-
whelmed with relief, the couple experienced deep joy.  

And this isnôt a fictional story or even a story of a 
stranger.  Itôs a story (true story) about a fatherôs son, 
James!  And the father who shared it is James Merritt, 
who is, in my own opinion, among the best in the 
preaching of Godôs Word in this day and time.  He 
wrote that in those harrowing moments, he came to un-
derstand the Heart of Jesus Who is the Find of the Lost!  
His son wasnôt a ñloser,ò he was ñlost.ò  Again, please 
read, Luke:  15:3-7.  Youôll be glad you did.  And re-
member:  Jesus doesnôt love us because we are valua-
ble; we are valuable because JESUS LOVES US!  
 
Hope to see you come Sunday! 
Rex 



 
OUR GANG CLUB 

 
Mark your calendarsð 
 
September Our Gang Club is Thursday, Sept. 21st, at 1:00 
p.m.   
 
The activity is still pending, might be the movie God Is 
Not Dead 2, dominoes, cards, surprise.   
 
Still looking for suggestions and comments 
for activitiesðshare with Francis or Wendy. 

VISITATION REPORT BY FRANCIS 
 
Nancy Hinesðreached Nancy by phone, not up to visit 
at this time; had setback, still problem with legs, Dr. 
says keep elevated, which ties her down and limits her 
going places. 
 
Betty Russellðspoke to Betty by phone. She is feeling 
well as usual, busy that afternoon, but invited us to visit 
some other day. 
 
Virginia Wilsonðtalked to Virginia by phone twice.  
She just moved to Tall Grass and was unpacking; she 
reminded me that Dave Maze and his wife are residents 
there also.  My second call to arrange a visit she was 
going to classðlots of things to do there.  Virginiaôs 
new address is:  13820 Metcalf Ave., BC 313, Overland 
Park, KS  66223 
 
Nona Davisðreached Nona by phone, she is happy to 
be ñhome homeò.  She is doing very well after her sur-
gery, feels the best since May when this all started.  
Nona has a neighbor who is a retired RN who looks out 
after her. 
 
Opal Wylieðvisited Opal briefly.  She is feeling and 
doing good, she was the most talkative I have seen her 
in some time.  She had just returned from a trip to get 
ice cream with daughter Lynn.  
 
Luther Hughesðwent to visit Luther at Trinity, we 
saw him in meeting.  He saw us and waved but he was 
busy so we left. 
 
Jennifer Abbottðtalked to Jennifer by phone, she had 
just gotten out of hospital, not doing very well. She has 
friends taking care of her, said she was going to have 
medical procedure on Tuesday.  She was not able to 
have the procedure because her blood pressure dropped, 
so I visited her in the hospital on Thurs., she was im-
proving and hoping to go home by this weekend. Jen-
nifer seemed in good spirits, as she always is, but she 
said she is getting impatient.  Jennifer would appreciate 
cards to cheer her up, itôs been a long road for her.  Her 
address is:  5115 Mansfield Ln, Shawnee, KS  66203. 
Pauline SmithðPauline is now living with her son Joe, 
and family. I spoke by phone with Paulineôs sister, Gin-
ny Curtwright who gave me a phone number for her 
daughter-in-law Sharon.  She told me Pauline is doing 
very well living with them, happier than ever seen her.  
They have granddaughter and great granddaughter liv-
ing there as well.  They pastor Centerpoint Church off I
-70 & 78th St. in KCK.  Sorry I donôt have an address 
at this time. 
 

Lee & Dorothy Kroh-we had an enjoyable with Lee 
and Dorothy in their home.  We are so glad to see 
Lee is improving after his fall/hospitalization; he is 
able to walk on his own again.   



Prayer List 
Calendar  

 
Sunday - September 3 - ONE SERVICE SUNDAY 
     9:30  Sunday School  
   10:45  Worship 
Monday - September 4 - LABOR DAY 
 Office Closed 
Tuesday - September 5 
     7:00 Committee Meetings 
     7:00 Scouts 
Wednesday - September 6 
     7:00  Bible Study 
Thursday - September 7 
     9:30 DWM 
     6:00 DWM Mexican Potluck 
Saturday - September 9 
  Parking for Car Show 
Sunday - September 10 
     8:30  Early Worship  
     9:30  Sunday School  
   10:45  Worship 
Tuesday - September 12 
     7:00 Board Meeting 
     7:00  Scouts 
Wednesday - September 13 
     7:00 Bible Study 
Friday - September 15 
     8:30-6:00 DS Bus Lines-CH 
     2:00 Newsletter Deadline     

Watch for the next newsletter  
the week of September 16, 2017 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

September 5:  Carole Prentice & Michelle Land 
September 12:  Glen & Dixie Wheaton 

Those Needing Prayers:  Nancy Hines, Jennifer  
Abbott 
 
Requests for Family and Friends:  
Carol Vannôs sister, Beth Burtch 
Flo Biehlôs granddaughter, Amy Carr 
Linda & Werrin, former members 
 
 
Those in Greif: 
Carol Vann in the passing of her uncle, Dick Carver 
Joyce Campbellôs in the passing of her second cousin, 
  Bill Brent, Jr. 
 

++++  
Names added to the prayer list will remain on the 
prayer list for one month. Let the office know if a 
prayer request needs to stay on the list for longer or 
shorter than one month.  

A note from Martha Pierce, Transitional 
Executive Director of Tall Oaks: 
  
"I wanted to share a wonderful opportunity 
for all churches to save some money on just 
about everything from food to maintenance. 
  
When I arrived at Tall Oaks, one of the first things I did 
was to join Trinity/HPSI organization.  It is a large buying 
network.  Trinity started with camp & retreat center, but 
has expanded to Boy and Girl Scouts, churches, and other 
organizations.  It's free to join. 
  
They have just scored with Sherwin Williams paint by get-
ting a way for ANYONE to get up to 65% off their paint 
and supplies at ANY Sherwin Williams store. 
  
You just go in and use the Trinity Community Account 
#2695-2773-5 when you check out.  This can be extended 
to church/organization members." 
  
Questions? Connect with Martha Pierce, 913-301-3004, 
or director@talloaks.org 

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAMEé. 
 
BOYS Itôs a ñMenôs Day Outò!!!!!  Are you in-
terested in going to a Royals game, guys?ð*
(sorry Ladies, this is a ñMenôs Onlyò event)   

 
Royals play their last afternoon game on Wednesday, Sept. 
13th, at 1:15 p.m.  If  you are interested in going, sign up in 
the office.   
Seats are: 
$15 (with Sr. discount) 
Section 212 (if still available when we purchase) 
In the Left field side of field; seats are covered (yes, shade) 
Carpool from church, leaves at 11:00 a.m. 
 
The game should be over around 4:30 p.m., we will go ear-
ly enough to get to our seats, watch preliminaries, get 
something to eat, and relax before first pitch.  Be sure to 
wear your Loyal Royal Blue.  The opponent is the Chicago 
White Sox.   The seats are easy access for wheelchairs, 
walkers, canes,  lame, etc.ðhave 1 step to go down.  We 
will plan to eat at the ball parkðbring plenty of money .   
Please sign up as soon as you can so we can get seats in 
that area and together.   
 
SIGN UP DEADLINE:  SUNDAY, SEPT. 10 
If you have questions, suggestions, or comments, 
see Francis 


