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Dear Friends, 
Lent has begun. Tra-
ditionally a time of 
year to consider how 
we have strayed from 
God and re-correct 

our path to walk with God, Lent 
offers us an opportunity for self-
reflection. Lent is a chance to re-
pent, and turn back to God in our 
everyday lives. But there are al-
ways obstacles to this redemption. 
Temptation is a big one! 
We begin Lent each year by hear-
ing of Jesus' time in the wilder-
ness, after his baptism, when he 
was fasting and praying, commun-
ing with God as he prepared for 
his mission and ministry. During 
this 40-day-fast, Jesus was tempt-
ed, time and again by the devil, 
offering food, offering power, and 
offering salvation. But Jesus re-
sisted, leaning on God's Word 
each time, he rebuked Satan by re-
minding him and us we do not live 
by bread alone, but by the Word of 
God, we worship only God, and 
we do not test God. In reading this 
passage every year, it is possible 
to hear these tests and trials as 
easy, almost simplistic to Jesus. 
But it must have been hard. Jesus 
must have struggled with these 
challenges. 
When we see this story in the 
scripture, I wonder what led Jesus 
to share these encounters with his 
disciples. He was the only person 
there, so for us to hear the story, 

he must have shared it at some 
point. Was it after the disciples 
had wrestled with temptation 
themselves? Had they lost the 
battle perhaps? Were they down-
trodden and depressed because of 
this moment? Whatever it was, I 
see Jesus turning to them, look-
ing in their eyes, holding their 
hand, and explaining to them he 
understood how they felt. Pro-
claiming to them that he too had 
struggled with temptation and 
faced trials. Soothingly saying to 
them, "I know, you are not alone 
in this." Jesus is saying the same 
thing to each of us. He knows our 
struggles, our slip-ups, our weak-
nesses. He has walked this path 
as well, and he understands. We 
are not alone. 
As we enter into this journey of 
Lent to repent and turn back to 
God, let us do so in full 
knowledge that we are not alone, 
that Jesus is walking this journey 
with us, that he loves us, and that 
he understands what we are go-
ing through right now. 
 
God Bless, 
Mark 
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Pastor Mark’s Message 
In case you missed any of  Pastor Mark’s messages 

sent by email, here are the last two weeks! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
February 27th, “Rocky Mountain High” 

 
March 6th, “You Are Not Alone” 

Children's Worship and      
Wonder by  

Christina Stokes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

February 27th, “The Great Banquet” 
 

Hi Ladies, 
 
                The weather can’t seem to make up its’ 
mind.  Let’s pray it is good enough to meet this 
coming Third Thursday, March 17, at 1:00 in the 
library.  We have a good lesson, and it will be 
first.  The business will be after so those wanting to 
may leave.  I hope we can gather again.  I miss it. 
 
                So far, I have deposited $350.00 for blan-
kets.  I will not send the money to CWS until after 
our March meeting.  This will be your last chance to 
buy a blanket.  Our business meeting will decide 
what programs we can afford to support.  When we 
don’t meet, we don’t receive income.  There is one 
exception.  You can always give your donation for 
CWF/DWM to me any time you see me.  
 
                Continue to save pill bottles and can tabs 
and old eyeglasses.  Also save your pennies for the 
Least Coin fund and fill your Blessing Boxes with 
blessings.  Last, but not least, pray for the Ukraini-
ans. 
                Over but not out. 
 
Joyce Luke 
 
Treasurer/Service 

EASTER LILIES! 
 

We are taking orders for Easter lilies. 
They can be purchased in honor or in 
memory of someone, or simply pur-
chased because you like Easter lilies! 
We are getting them from Penrod's 
Nursery again and the quality of the lilies 
has been excellent from them over the 
past few years. The cost will be $13 per 
Lily. Checks should be made out to Mer-
riam Christian Church, with "Easter Lily" 
in the memo line. If you use easy tithe or 
cash, please make sure to indicate that 
this will be for an Easter lily, and please 
let us know if it's in memory or honor of 
someone. We need all orders placed by 
March 27th. The lilies will be picked up 
the week before Easter and on display 
for the Easter worship service on April 
17th. You may take them home after the 
service. If you have any questions, 
please talk to pastor Mark.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQyqF7tT6oM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6vqt8_y-Po
https://youtu.be/CyRzMUU7PRc
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In-Person Worship is Sundays at 
10AM. Online worship WILL 
continue for those who wish to 
stay home and participate. Masks 
are required while inside the 
building. Please be in prayer that 
all who attend are safe. 

 

Those Needing Prayer: 

CONGRATULATIONS to Greg Spiegel - he has 
accepted a new position at Pembroke Hill Acad-
emy on their high school teaching staff begin-
ning this fall. 
 
Alpha Wickham is at home and is in declining 
health. She is unable to get out of bed and her 
family has asked for prayers during this difficult 
time. You can still call Alpha and she does an-
swer and appreciates the chance to talk. 
 
Alice Goff has "Covid-toe", which is a condition 
where the virus has affected her feet, causing 
redness and swelling. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Bruce and Katie 
Roach, who are expecting their second child in 
September! AND are moving into their new 
home this Saturday! 
 
Connie Harshner had surgery and is doing her 
rehab at Midwest Rehab. She expects to move 
to Shawnee Post Acute and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter at 75th and Antioch soon to continue her re-
hab there. 
 
Tammy Ramsey had surgery for her cancer on 
Monday. The surgery went well and she is home 
recovering. They will find out the results next 
week. 

 

Requests for Family and Friends:  
 

Joyce Campbell's daughter finally received her 
CDL! Congrats! 
 
Linda Railsback's brother John Railsback 
passed away unexpectedly. Please lift John's 
family during this time of grief. John's service will 
be here at MCC on April 2nd. 
 
Anita Minshew's son Todd is continuing to 
have strokes. And Anita's daughter-in-law Ger-
lyn is scheduled for surgery for her Parkinsons 
Disease next month hopefully. 
 
Connie Hennigh's granddaughter Chelsea 

Molder is needing some medical tests. 
 
Jan Pankey's nephew Tyler Pankey, had sur-
gery for a brain aneurism. He is doing better and 
got to leave ICU for a regular hospital room. This 
is a step toward him getting to go home! 
 
The families of Iona Spring and Frank Owsley 
on their passing. Pastor Mark performed the ser-
vices. 

 
 

The People of Ukraine. Pray for their safety, 
pray for their deliverance, and pray for 
peace. 
 
For all those affected by the shooting at 
Olathe East HS. Betty and Walt Bohn's great-
granddaughter Maddie Reynolds is a student 
there. She is OK, but shaken. 
 
Pastor Mark's hometown of Chariton, Iowa 
had an F3 tornado pass through last week-
end. Several homes were destroyed and 
there was one fatality. Please pray for the 
community as they rebuild and recover. 

 

Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) 
 
The Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) is a 
sounding board & support system for Pastor 
Mark, as well as a conduit for the congregation to 
express feedback or concerns to, or about, any-
thing at church. If you would like to share com-
ments or concerns with a PRC member, they will 
take it back to our group & share it privately with 
the group. We are here to listen & grow! 
Here are the members for 2022; we are looking 
for one more member, so if you are interested, 
please reach out to any of our members!   
  
Anita Collins 
David Roebuck 
Dixie Wheaton 
Jennifer Spiegel 
Katie Schwenk (chair) 
Mike Nichols (ex-officio Board Chairman) 
Mark Willis (Pastor) 
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Free Hot Soup 
 
MCC Outreach has joined forces with the Free Hot Soup organization to help our homeless population. 
We are working with Free Hot Soup Organization again to collect items for homeless.  
 
They need socks, bug spray, underwear, face cloths, and first aid items (These should be new 
items). We will collect these items during March. Bring them any Sunday this month and place them in 
the shopping carts. If you have any questions, reach out to Pam Boyd. 

Meals on Wheels 
Tuesday, March 15th  

 Pat Reed & Jim Owens 

 

Tuesday, March 22nd 

 Carole Prentice & Anita Collins 

 

Pick up meals at 10:30 am at the Merriam            

Community Center, 6040 Slater 
 
 

Backsnack Packing 
Week of March 21st  

 Carole Prentice 

 

Week of March 28th 

 Jonathan Beaver 

SERVING TEAM SCHEDULE 
For March/April 2022 

 
March 13, 2022— 10:00 AM  
                            Liturgist Jim Walker 
     
March, 20, 2022— 10:00 AM        
                            Liturgist     Carole Prentice 
 
March 27, 2022— 10:00 AM        
                             Liturgist Heather Waite 

 
April 3, 2022— 10:00 AM     
                             Liturgist Joyce Luke 
 
April 10, 2022— 10:00 AM 
 Liturgist Michelle Land 
 
April 17, 2022— 10:00 AM 
 Liturgist Jennifer Spiegel 
 
April 24, 2022— 10:00 AM 
 Liturgist Connie Hennigh 
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DON’T FORGET TO SHARE services & 
study sessions with family, friends and 

neighbors 

Multiple options of  how you may 
give your tithes and offerings 
 

¶ Write a check.  

¶ http://www.easytithe.com/merriamcc   

¶ Text giving: 913-444-6397  

    
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

 
Our Sunday School class meets from 9:00 -9:45 each 
Sunday.  Following our class time we have a 15 mi-
nute break to prepare for Morning Worship at 
10:00.  We have a nice group and if you haven't start-
ed back now would be a good time. Hopefully you 
will also find this a good support group in 
many areas.    

 
 

 
REZOUND! HANDBELL ENSEMBLE 

TO PERFORM AT MERRIAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
 
 
 

  Rezound!, Kansas City’s auditioned community handbell ensemble, will be in concert at Merriam 
Christian Church, 9401 Johnson Drive, Merriam, KS, on Saturday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m. Join us for an 
evening of entertaining music in the unique and engaging style of Rezound! 
 
  This nationally acclaimed ensemble has captivated audiences around the country with their expressive 
music and engaging style. In addition to a year-round concert schedule in the Kansas City region, Re-
zound! has enjoyed successful tours throughout the Midwest and has collaborated with area ensembles 
in a variety of concert settings.  
 
  With education being integral to the group’s focus, members have served as clinicians and instructors 
at local, regional and national events. Rezound! also hosts a techniques and ringing workshop, the Fall 
Show-Me Ring, and an advanced performance event, Resonate. 
 
  The ensemble enjoys interacting with the community by performing an annual holiday concert for the 
Salvation Army’s adult rehabilitation center and offering educational programs in metro area churches 
and schools, giving participants a hands-on experience with bells. 
 
  Rezound! members share a passion for creating exceptional music and promoting the art of this versa-
tile instrument. With 14 musicians and more than 300 individual handbells and chimes, each lending its 
unique timbre to the overall musicality of the performance, the ensemble creates a symphony of bells. 
We are looking forward to sharing our music with you 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/Merriam-Christian-Church-193021774805593/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTuzSFMWAuRvuW6HFwN4Azw/videos
http://www.easytithe.com/merriamcc

